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Dear Parents and Carers                                                                 
Thank you to all parents and carers for their support for the school this half term and to all of the children for working so hard. 
Half Term
We break up for half term tomorrow, Friday 21st October and children return to school on Wednesday 2nd November.  As I mentioned on a previous letter, we are starting a new Reading and Writing Scheme called Read, Write Inc and all staff will receive intense training for this on the two teacher training days.
Raven Wraparound Holiday Club
There are currently places available for the half term period and for the Teacher Training Days. If you would like a place please contact the school on 76444966, or Tracy Perkins on 07922 111642.
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Parents Support Association (PSA)    
I would like to say a very big THANK YOU once again to our wonderful PSA. This year they have already donated £1000 to the school for Playtime Equipment and have held a fantastic Family Disco, which raised £477 pounds for the school. 

There are currently only 8 members and yet they manage to achieve so much for the school.

PSA are always looking for new members and will be setting up a stall at Parents Evening - PLEASE go and talk to them; you do not have to commit to lots of events, but support at one or two would be brilliant.

The PSA have also offered to pay for a bench and a tree to have as a quiet area on the school playground in memory of Graham Emery, who many of you will know as a friend and long standing member of Ravensdale’s PSA and Governing Body.  We have very much appreciated Graham’s support and dedication to the school and this seems to be a fitting tribute.

PSA Christmas Fayre – This year the Christmas Fayre will be held on Friday, 25th November from 3.30-5.30p.m.

Playgroup, Nursery and Reception
The children have been learning about how people celebrate Diwali. They have had lots of fun with Mendhi, Rangoli patterns and tasted some sweets and made chapattis. 

Nursery, Playgroup and Reception Pantomime

The Christmas pantomime will take place on Wednesday 30th November, performed by the Bangers and Mash Company. There will be a performance in the morning and another in the afternoon.
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Year 2        
As part of their Seaside topic Year 2 will be having a WOW day on Wednesday 2nd November which will include a visit from a Punch and Judy Puppet Show and a Big Band performance from Caludon Castle’s School Band.

Year 3
Year 3 will be visiting St John’s Museum tomorrow, Friday 21st October.  Children should wear their school uniform. They will also join Year 2 for the Punch and Judy Puppet Show
Year 4
Year 4 will be visiting a Partnership Centre as part of their Tudors topic on Thursday, 8th December. Children should wear their school uniform.

Year 5

All children in Year 5 will be performing an assembly to parents based on their topic of Robin Hood. This will take place on Friday, 11th November at 9.00 a.m. and Year 5 parents are invited to attend. We look forward to seeing you there.

Year 6

Just to remind parents that the closing date for the return of Secondary Transfer forms is Monday, 31st October.  If you have not returned yours to school please ensure you send it into Admissions Office. The address for this is on the form.

Also the dates for the trip to Skern Lodge in Devon are Friday 22nd to Monday 25th June 2012.
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Pantomime for Years 1 to 6                     
All children will be attending Mother Goose at the Belgrade Theatre on Wednesday, 30th November. We will be watching a morning performance.
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Poppy Appeal
When we return, we will again be selling British Legion poppies to children in school.  Although contributions are not specified, the Legion have indicated that it costs at least 20p to cover the costs. 
Jeans for Genes Day/Harvest Festival        
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Thank you very much for your support. We raised £384 in total which School Council will be sending to the Charity. We also had a huge amount of food donated for the Harvest Festival this year. Mrs Stanley, Mr Hall and two children from the school council, Max Curran and Murray Nailor, went with Reverend William Smith to donate the food to Food Bank at Queen’s Road Baptist church for families living in poverty.
Parent Consultation Evenings

Just to remind you that Parents Evenings will take place on Monday, 7th November, 
3.30 - 5.30 p.m. and Tuesday, 8th November, 3.30 - 6.00 p.m.
Your Child’s Data

Could I just remind you to make sure that you have returned all school data forms to the office as it is essential that our records are up to date.

Football

Well done to Ravensdale Football Team who had a very impressive win over Christ the King School side, winning 2-0. Thanks to parents who attended and to staff who helped out, especially Mr Hall who coaches the team every week.
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‘Happy Diwali’ to all our families that are celebrating this.
Have a lovely half term.  We will see you again on Wednesday, 2nd November.  I will ensure that we hold some parent meetings to let you know about the new Reading Scheme. 

I have attached a diary of events from now until Christmas for you to keep.
Have a happy and safe break.

Yours sincerely

Jayne Ellis

Headteacher

                             Ravensdale Primary School

                                         Working together to be the best that we possibly can! 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
NOVEMBER
Wednesday 2nd 
Children return to school. Punch and Judy show for Years 2 & 3
Monday 7th 
Parent Consultation Evening 3.30 - 5.30 p.m.

Tuesday 8th 
Parent Consultation Evening 3.30 - 6.00 p.m.

Friday 11th

Year 5 Robin Hood Assembly to Parents
Friday 18th 
Children in Need Day 
Friday 25th 
PSA/School Christmas Fayre 3.30 - 5.30 p.m.
Wednesday 30th
 Years 1 to 6 to visit Belgrade Theatre for Mother Goose.
                         
 Playgroup, Nursery and Reception Bangers and Mash Pantomime

DECEMBER
Wednesday 7th
9.00 a.m.  Dance Club Assembly to Parents

                          
1.45 p.m.  Reception and Afternoon Nursery Christmas Play
                         
6.00 p.m. Carols Around the Tree - all welcome
Thursday 8th
Year 4 children visit the Partnership Centre - Tudor Topic 

                 
10.00 a.m. Reception and Morning Nursery Christmas Play

                        
5.30 - 7.30 p.m. Fun for Families Event

Monday 12th
6.00 p.m. KS1 Christmas Performance at St Michael’s Church

Tuesday 13th
A.M. Playgroup Open morning and visit from Father Christmas  
                       
A.M. and P.M. Nursery Parties and visit from Father Christmas

                        
6.00 p.m. KS1 Christmas Performance at Stoke St Michael’s Church

Wednesday 14th P.M. Reception party and visit from Father Christmas



6.00 p.m. KS2 Christmas Performance ‘Christmas Stars’

Thursday 15th
6.00 p.m. KS2 Christmas Performance ‘Christmas Stars’

Friday 16th

Children break up for the Christmas holidays.

Tuesday 3rd January 2012: Children return to school            
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