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Dear Parents and carers      

Firstly, I would just like to say what a wonderful start to the year we have had.  We are being particularly focused again this year on ensuring that behaviour in school is excellent and that school and school work is presented well. School is a lovely, calm and purposeful place to be and we will strive to ensure that this is maintained throughout the year. The children’s manners and behaviour are excellent; thank you for your support, your children are a credit to you. 
School Priorities

As you may remember in March the school was judged to be good by Ofsted, with some outstanding aspects. We are always striving to improve and we regularly monitor our practice to ensure that the children receive the best education. This year we have identified some priorities that we shall be aiming to achieve by July 2012. I am sending a copy of these priorities with this newsletter for your information.
School Uniform/Dinners
Thank you for supporting the school on its uniform policy. All children are in uniform and look very smart. Could I just ask that children’s items are labelled clearly, as we have experienced some problems trying to work out whose jumper or packed lunch box we have found if it is not named. Also, could you please put dinner money in an envelope with your child’s name and class written on it to avoid confusion. If you are entitled to Free School Meals can you please ensure that you claim for them or at least inform the office, who will support you in how to claim, even if your child does not wish to take them.
Collection Details
Thank you for completing your ‘Data’ envelope with all the forms required for this academic year.  If you have moved, changed your mobile number or want to add an adult to the Collection Details form, please put it in writing and send to the school office. If you have not completed your data forms could you please do so and again send them into the office.
. 
Extra Curricular Activities
All before and after school clubs will be up and running next week, beginning on Monday 26th September.
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Barclays
We would like to say a big thank you to Barclay’s employees who have been in school over the summer carrying out projects to improve Ravensdale. Teams of Barclays employees came in and have cleaned out the school pond and fitted a new pump, they have provided potted plants to improve some outdoor areas and have painted several items of Reception equipment and re-felted a shed roof. An extra big thank you to Mrs Deu, a parent at the school, who as an employee of Barclays, suggested the improvements and who also arranged that Barclays donated £750 to the school Parent Support Association Funds.

Nursery

Mrs Jennings, Ms Bello and Mrs Gray have made several home visits and the children have started 2 sessions a week. All seem to be happy and have settled in well so far.
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Reception     
 Children are now in full time and have settled in and seem to be enjoying the variety of activities. The Coventry Evening Telegraph came to school on Monday 19th to take ‘First Day’ photographs. Look out for them soon!!!

Year 1
Teaching staff have been very impressed with the children’s excellent attitude to learning, good behaviour and lovely manners. The children seem to be thoroughly enjoying the ‘Ourselves’ topic.
Year 2

Year 2 are studying the Seaside and looking at historical differences.
Year 3
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Children in year 3 will be attending St John’s Museum in Warwick on Friday 21st October, as part of their topic on the Victorians. All children will also be learning how to play the Fife, which is a small flute-like instrument. They will be taught how to play by a tutor from the Performing Arts Service every Tuesday morning.
Year 4
Children in Year 4 now attend swimming lessons at Caludon Castle every Wednesday morning. Could you please ensure that children bring in the appropriate kit.
Year 5 
Children in Year 5 enjoyed their Robin Hood Day last week. It was lovely to see so many children who had dressed up in all manner of attires to join in with the theme. Thank you for helping them with their costumes.

Year 6 
Many children in Year 6 are undertaking a cycle training course. I have to say that the attitudes and behaviour of children in Year 6 has been excellent and a role model for the rest of the school. Well done Year 6!!!
Can I remind parents to return secondary school applications by Monday 24th October. The council is requesting that parents fill in the forms online, however, if you wish to do a paper copy you are more than welcome to hand it in at the school and we will forward this onto the admissions department at the local authority.  It is parents’ responsibility to ensure that they have been received by the local authority.
Coffee Mornings

If your child has a special educational need or disability you might be interested to know that we hold a coffee morning in the community room every Friday morning between 8.45 and 9.15 a.m. Please feel free to come along. It is a fantastic opportunity to speak to other parents and also to speak to Mrs Ellison, the school’s SEND leader.

Parent Helpers and Visiting Speakers

We are always looking for adult support in school to help with reading or small group work. 
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Children learn a lot from visitors into school. If you have a particular hobby or an interesting job, which you think the children may be interested in, could please contact Mrs Stanley or Mrs Ellison, Acting Deputy Heads, who can arrange visits into classes or assemblies.
Can I please remind you that donations in memory of school Governor, Graham Emery, should be sent to school by Friday, 7th October.  Many thanks.
Thank you, as always for your support on all school matters. It is always a pleasure to work alongside you so that we can ensure that the children at Ravensdale get the best possible experiences at school.
Yours sincerely
Jayne Ellis

Headteacher
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